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\Prezched * che Learned | 


Society of Lincoln -Inn, 


On Ja Xu 8255 eg 0 2nd 
| | 6 
Dee the Thirty-fourth Chapter 
of the Book of Fob, and the 


Thirtieth Verſe, it is thus 
written: - - That the Hy- 


be en nared. 


Fri ends Brethrvn, and Contr yin, 


1 preſent myſelf before you; on this Oc: 


eigen, with the greater Alacrity and Aſſu- 


rance, for that J am conſcious of no En- 


gagement to any Party or Opinion repugnant 


1 Truth, and the general Intereſt of my 


A 2 Country: 


170 5 poerite reign not, leſt the P £48 le 
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1 
Country: I am under no Pay or Influence 
to ſupport ancient Prejudices and falſe Rea- 
ſonings; under no Biaſs to flatter particular 
Fraternities and Factions, nor awed by the 
Fear of offending them; Por the Rufe and 
Guide of my Politicks, I have the Conſti- 
tution and Hiſtory of England; and in my 
Religion, I am governed by the Bible and 
common Senſe. He who walks by theſe 
Rules walks ſecurely; and he who follows 
the arbitrary Notions, ſophiſtical Diſtincti- 
ons and bare Averments of Men, is ſure to 
be deceived, at leaft can never know that he 

is not. N Fey 18 


That the Hypecrite reign not, left the Peo- 
ple be enſnared. „5 
4 


The Task which from theſe Words I pro- 
poſe to myſelf, is to defend the Right of 

every Man to private Judgment and Opini- 
on, to ſhew the Abſurdity and Wickedneſs 
of ſetting up Authority againſt Conſcience, 
and to manifeſt the pernicious Tendency 
and Effects of Power and immoderate 
Wealth in the Clergy. As I go along, 1 

ſhall apply my Reaſoning to'the Purpole of 
the Day ; and, at the Conclufion, add a word 

concerning the unhappy Prince, whoſe 
Blood was ſhed on this Day; with the pro- 
per Uſe to be made of it. 8 5 


Good 


CS} 
. fince by that we are to judge of all other 
Guides and there is more Sound than Mean- 
ing in the Objection which ſome make to 
the Guidance of Reaſon, when they ask, 
« Whether we are to judge of that by which 
cc we are to be judged,” namely, the holy 
Scriptures, ſince we muſt recur to Reaſon 
to know whether the Scriptures be holy, 
and whether we are to be judged by them. 
Tis to little purpoſe to tell us, that for 
c this we mult take the Word and Autho- 
rity of holy Men.” For, we muſt ftill 
_ conſult our Reaſon, whether theſe be holy 
Men or -no, and whether we ought to be- 
| lieve them or no; ſeeing there are many 
Sets of Men all pretending to be holy, all 
claiming this Authority to themſelves only, 
and all denying it to every other Set. 


Our Reaſon muſt therefore determine, 
which of all theſe are the moſt holy, and 
whether any of them be more ſo than our 
ſelves. If the Ways of Holineſs and of, 
Knowledge be as obvious to us as to them, 
we may have as much of either as they have; 
and in truth, the Sources of both are as open 
to us as to them. Beſides, it ought to mor- 
tify their Pride, and be a Leſſon of Humi- 
lity to them, as it is ſurely one of Caution 
: to us, to ſee that they never agree with one. 
3 | © 36 Re another; 
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another; ks even thoſe of the ſame ou 


ciety, profeſſing the ſame Faith, ſubſctibing 


the ſame Articles, and profeſſing to believe 
the ſame Scriptures, agree not in the obo -- = 
and Explanations which they exhibit to us. 
Great is their Variance, not only about Ce- 
remonies, Circumſtantials and Diſcipline, 
but even about Eſſentials, about Principles 

to be believed, about Duties to be practiſed, 
and even about the Nature, Operations and 
Attributes of the Deity: nay, equally great 


and ſignal is their want of mutual Charity, 


as is their want of mutual Concord. Are 


theſe to be our Guides, who thus pull us 


various and oppoſite ways? Can they teach 
mutual Love and F orbearance, who hate 


and revile each other? And is it not notable 


want of Modeſty in them, who cannot a- 


gree with one another, to expect that we 


ſhould agree with chem all, or with any of 
them, when we approve not, or compre- 


hend not what they fay, or when what they 


ſay is evidently for their Intereſt and againſt 
ours, as all their Aims at Power and Wealth 


evidently are 3 


bie Reathaidg, ir. it be une as 1 chigl | 
it is, will ſerve to condemn Archbiſhop 
Laud and his Aſſociates, who exacted' a 
blind Obedience to cheir own Tenets and 

Schemes, a rigid Conformity to all their Ce- 
remonies, Inventions and Innovations, and 


2 Gs cruelly 
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cruelly perſecuted all who preferred Conſci- 
ence to Complaiſance, and were better Chri- 


ſtians ce Churchmen and Courtiers. 
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"Surety" it ought to click and 060 che 
Flereenelz of Religioniſts of all Sorts to- 


wards: each other about Difference in Opi- 


nion, to behold how flaming and rigorous 
every Man is in behalf of his own; ; to be- 


hold the moſt ridiculous and pernicious O- 


pinions defended with equal Obſtinacy and 
Bitterneſs. The Jew, the Papi, the Ma- 
hometan, the Bantan, have all equal Sariſ- 
faction in their own ſeveral Syſtetns; have 


all equal Deteſtation for one another, and 


for 128580 different Seck. 5 
Is not chis a pinctaine Pico, "chal all this ; 
furious Zeal is falſe Zeal, that it is all miſe- 
rable Bigotry and Prejudice, or eonſtitutio- 
nal Intemperance of Spirit? A zealous Few, 
had he been bred a Papiſt, would have been 
equally zealous for Popery, and perhaps for 


burfling thoſe very Jets who are now his 
Brethren. Had the late Dr. Sacheuerel been 


educated in the Scottiſh Kirk, he would 


doubtleſs have breathed As 88 05 Perſecution 


againſt Prelacy, as he has done for it; and 
treated ĩt with as foul and uncomely Names, ; 


as PIE treated Diſſenters may Halle Brechren. 
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6 
The fame is trus of Archbiſhop Laud 
and of other haſty and paſſionate Ne ; 
provided. always, that all other Preferments 
in another way be taken away; elſe the Bat- 
teries of their Zeal are often quickly chan- 
ged, and turned againſt the Party for whom 

they were firſt erected: Witneſ.. Parker Bi- 
ſhop of Oxford, and Ward Biſhop of Sa- 
rum, once both holy, praying, and rigid 
Presbyterians, afterwards both rigid Perſe- 
_ cutors of Presbyterians. Is it not probable. 
that they would have died 8 „ emane 


bad the Church Frefermants been « out def Te 


their reach? 11578 


"This 3 3 hw ary 
Man is fond of his own Opinions, and not 
the leſs fond for their being very fooliſh and 
extravagant, ought to keep Men from quar- 
relling about any Opinions, and to look up- 
on thoſe who promote ſuch Quarrels, 'as 
Monſters and their worſt Enemies; - This 
Enmity about Notions, Chimeras, Ceremo- 
nies, and other idle Diſputes ; ; this War 
about Words, and Creeds;, and Artieles, a 
War andDiſpute which have produced fuch 
mighty Bloodſhed and Deilatan in the 
World, has been the ſole Work and Contri- 
vance of ambitious Clergymen; who, for 
Ends of their own, and the Gratification'of 
their Pride and Fury, and other evil Paſſions, 
had the Art and Cruelty to make the _ 
| thus 


thus 1 to 
What infamous Inhumanity was this in 
5 8 en * What Frenzy and Infatuation 


and ſaid to be | 
Declaration. ſo impudent and incredible, that 
it could only be made by Men who were 


tes 


8 and butcher one an nother, 


e Laity? But ſuch are ever the Effects 


: of vali Belief, which is naturally fol- 
lowed by implicit Obedience, which is the 
certain Beginning as well as the certain Con- 


ſequence of Slavery. All this Evil, Uncha- 
ritableneſs and Barbarity, aroſe from the 
wicked and impoſfible Attempt to force or 


ſuppreſs private Judgment and Conſcience. 3 
Of ſuch mighty Conſequence it is, that che 


Hypocrite reign not; fincewhere-ever he N 


the © Os: will rey be enffared. 1 


* 88 9394 


What added to this Evil and Laſolenee: 


this helliſh Cruelty upon the ſcore of Opi- « 46 
nion, and made it ſtill more provoking and 
intolerable, was, that it was all perpetrated | 


in the Name of Chriſt, of the meek Jefus, - 
or his Chir and Cauſe: A 


void of Shame, to Men who wanted Eyes. 
It was as falſe as the Goſpel was true; nor 


5 could a Revelation which inſpired or war⸗ 
ranted any Degree of Bitterneſs or Cruelty, 


ever have comè from God, or from any but 


the Antagoniſt of God and Enemy of Man, 
{ from Hypocrites: reigning, that is, 1 5 
5 * in me — 1 _ Tord. e e 
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1 o n ; argued 
truſting to the Power of Delufſon; elpeci 5. 
ä ally + ith to that Power of Deluſion they = 
1 added a gogd Share of. Secular Power: = 
5 And before they. could:make the Laity ſucl 
| blind Tools as to be the Tormentors and.Ex- 
i * = ecutioners of one another, they had Cradle 
MW cated every Grain and Puingiple of Chri- 
 Rianity out of their Hearts, yet made chan 
Per whenever che ue chte 
| This was the Uſewhich ſuch Clag wen | 
3 _ of the boundleſs To ed Hons gr - | 
1 ven them by the Laity; and over the-Laity 
j they Jars, it without Bounds or Mercy, | 
uch was the Power of Laud and the Cle. 9 
gy. of his Time, and ſuch the uahallowed = 
aud inhuman N ſie which they made of it; 
8 Jet that Lie Was che uſual 00 natural Uſe | 
TIE the Power itſelf being unnatural. "Indeed, BEL 1 
worldly Power and een in ſuck as 
preach, the Gofpel, axe ſo repugnant to the 
Spirit and Precepts of the Goſpel, chat ix is bl 
no wonder they cannot chrive or duden 1 
ſiſt together; wee the G oſpel muſt either de- 1 
ſtroy them, or they the Gol; pel.. At is to 1 
viſible on Which Side the Vieory has chieffy Y 
turned. Whatever fills Men 55 Pride and * 
5 - Ba red, and ig ad them to Severity ane 
Revenge, may be P 8 Mareen. 1 
= bur is juſt as VI to a. 1 
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5 bier beer K 18 iel ve they are, whit 
Bet of Men, ie nile e agg dae per, 5 


verted ard abolitied. Chriſtizni&- moſt. I am 
forry ro fay it, e tbb trie cat i ma- 
s en the Church 


and Religion f bern very Aiſrinct and op. 


Pöfite things: Sute Tam; che have ſcen 
very good Churchmen who Were very bad 
Chriſtians,” BY me who wete no Christi | 
ans at All. T Will not ſay that Zum was ne 


_ Chriſtian; 8 I may boldly affitm, that he 


reſembled not the firſt Chriſtians, nor poſ- 
ſeed a Chriſtian emper: Arrextreine g 
ne owt Him 3 

or 10151. 7 vio 2i3* : naly 


That it is/ not Religion or OHriſtianitn 


bot chiefly, if not only, Paffoff and Preſe 


dice” Which Aeteftnine fen t a. Fonds 

for their own Set of Notions And for theit 
dn Community, appears flo hence, that 

115 4 Vicious Man de on their Side, efpe Prey 

42 Kerl fer lis Pa 

ey cheriſh and eto! Him; hilft upon * 


very u al den ble = Pious Mar, who's 
not of their Patty, they to heſteo- 
Very MEar en M Oege This 
185 ot the > of 85 Religion, büt gf 


cr Ter cl 5 Spirit too 
erive ftoth their particular Religien, 
CAB wi B 2 15 Which 
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1 they chink the beſt; but which farcly 
is very bad; and” twere better they had none, 
than one which baniſhes their Reaſon and 
Humanity. Now if ſuch à Spirit ſhould 
ever happen to poſleſs thoſe, who, profeſs to 
he our Guides, we may judge how wiſe and 
ſeafe it would be to truſt. to their Guidance, 
or even to own them as Guides. Had there 
been no ſuch Guides N an hundred Vears 
ago, we ſhould not in all likel hood have 1 7 
bad this Day now to ſolemnize. T 
Doctrines and bitter Oppreſſions in ho 5 
Pays, 1 5 0 e 15 a e as 
: this We 3 4 WT 


* 
an. {| 2 


"bo "Tis. not. TY Luke at leaſt. not 4 Chri- | 
ſtian Religion, that heats and animates.ſuch 
Men; tis only Faction, a Complication of 
evil and unhallowed Paſſions. Whoeverloves 
or bates, bleſſes or curſes, from Anger or 


Fondneſs, from Obligation or Reſentment, 
belies Religion, if he pretend under its holy 


Name to hide baſe Ends and a worldly and 


partial Heart. Tis by ſuch ſelfiſn and un- 


worthy Ways that the Church and Religion 
have ſometimes come to ſignify contradicto- 


ry things: Tis thus that Men who haye had 
no Religion or Virtue, have been extolled as 


excellent Churchmen: Tis thus that Men 
of the higheſt Religion and Virtue, have 
been, and often are reviled. and condemned 


us s bad Churchmen ; 0 tis thus that pious 


Chrittians 


he ſtrange 


5 0 
*. 4 1 


eee 


Wet Þ 


1 puniſhed, ſometimes | 
burned, by: ſuch a8 were ſpecial Churchmen, 
7 t Chriſmans. ' And indeed, whenever 
| fuch falſe Zealots manifeſt ſuch a. Spirit of 
- Imparience, of Rage and Reviling, they can- 
not give a clearer. Proof that ſuch Spirit is 
not of: Chriſt, . ſince tis ſo oppoſite to his 
, Spitz. Nor can Men, who ſhe w themſelves 
full of Bitterneſs and want of Charity, be 
at all comfniffioned by him, who was all 
Meekneſs, and gave to his Diſciples a new 
Commandment, that they ſhould: love one 

another, and even love their Enemies. Vet 
| who ſo ſudden to wax wroth as many of his 
' pretended Succeſſors? Who more forward 
and unmanly in calling unſeemly Names; a 
Practice as common. with many of them, as 


with the meaneſt Men, and even the loweſt 


Sort of Women? Heretict, Atbeiſt, Infidel, 
are amongſt ſuch Churchmen Words of Re- 
proach, equivalent to the foul Language 
which the Vulgar throw at one another, and 
equally ſhocking to. well-bred Men ane true 

e e 
35 Surely, Gm Men who come 7 God, 
| and are Vicegerents to his Son, one would 
naturally expect a God- lke Behaviour, with 
an uncommon Store of Chriſtian Meekneſs 
and Benevolence. How does Rage, how do 
groſs Names of Abuſe, how does Unchari- 
4 tableneſs, * W Ambition, and 
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1 reed now to Aiſebotle n more e directly 
upon the undue Wealth and Power of the 
Clergy, and the great Evils attending the 
ſame; from whence wilt appear the Cala ' 
mities and certain Thraldom f the 
Reign of pace e e e "In 


7 * 3 * * 
* 8 2 1 24 F 4 * 9 * 4 


The Clergy; bende chiey vets lofts 
elke as ON Power and Wealth as they 
pleaſed, rarely thought the Whole too much; 
nor do I remember any Inſtance where · evet 
they owned that they had enough. Thus 
they have engroſſed ſome Countries whole; 
of others the greateſt and beſt Parts; and as 


much as they could of all. Where they have - 


the Soil, they have the Power in courſe; and 
where they jave both, (chat 1 is to fay; in Po- 
piſh 8 ge they are the moſt unmerei- 
ful of all Eandlords, and the moſt o ppreſ- 


five of all Magiſtrates. Look over the 


Conrinent of 7aly, and other Climes where 
Priefts rĩot and tyranhize;\ you will find the 
Laity there and every where Rarving, hen 


OTE. 18 


E 1 e La in Ir egen 
to take warning by this? And is it not mon- 
"unnatural for any Number of 


2 
0 


corbitant Claims? Should not che Laity* 
doo learn by the Example of the Clergy, to 


l 


| 8 to concur: with the Ctergy-! in their 


take care of themſelves? What Wealth the 
_ Clengy have, they have from the Laity: By 
the. Power chat they ſeek or aſſume, they 
would bind and govern the Laity. Is it na- 
3 tural, er juſt, or wile: in the Laity, to im- 
5 1 eee in order to enrich the 
Clergy,..to forge their own Chains, to exalt 
their own Creatures and Penſioners into Ty- 
rants and Taskmaſters, or to ſuffer them ſo 


te exalt themſelves? Can they forget the In- 


D e 
the terrible Height: of Power which he bad 


uſurped, with his alpiring Views to raiſe 


the Clergy above the Laity and the Law? 
Dan they forget his ſaucy Declaration, that 

be pea to ſee the Time when neer a Jack 
| an in England ſhould dare to be cover- 


©; ed. before 5 wenne Ft And, 2s n In- 


 $dieation how much 1 of the Clergy 
thought, and wiſhed, and deſigned as he did, 
they of this Stamp have e ever ſince ado- 

ring and extolling this uſurping Archprieſt, 
this Perſeentor and Oppreſſor, this. Inſtru- 
5 Os: and Prompier of Oppredſion, | 1 


5 "The: Man who contends for Pos ant 
8 Riches, to the Prieſts, is ever popular with 
the High- Prieſthood, ever their Darling; 


Vor ate bey aus aver anxious. about che 


5 ary, 1 8 Soundneſs 
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They have therefore baniſhed Chriſtianity, 
and erected the Prieſthood ; and for Chriſt 


| ; greateſt, - is given to Covetouſneſs ; 3 from the 
© Prophet even to the Prieſt, WP one dais - 


ta 16 1 
Soi of either his Faith or Morals. 44 
not this too a Rule and Example to the Lai- 
ty? And ought not the Laity to prize and 
protect, and encourage any Layman who 
aſſerts the Rights and Privileges of his Bre- 
thren the Laity? Is it not equally fair, and 
grateful, and honourable, to cheriſh and 


eſteem any Clergyman, or Number of Cler- 


gymen, who are candid enough to maintain 
the Intereſt and Independency of the Laity? 


Is it not fooliſh, un rr] diſhoneſt, and 
even barbarous, to 5 or Sil Aera ſuch - 


Clergymen; to abuſe and weaken theſe our  _ 


Friends, and to join with our Enemies, | 


with ſuch as would enthral us, and bring us 


under their blind Guidance? Where the 
Clergy are opulent, do not the People ſtarve? - 

Where the Clergy have Power, are not the 
People Slaves? Pit not thus in Spain, thus 
in Nah ? In theſe Countries, where they are 


Garin f all things, and govern all 
5 Men, can they be even ſaid to be Teachers, 


or even to be Chriſtians? ? No; their Teach 
ing is deceiving, their Doctrines are Lies and 
Impieties, - and their Lives antichriſtian, 
Chriſtianity and Truth would undo them, 


and Truth, they preach chemſelves and Fa 
bles. Every one, from the leaſt even unto the 


ally. Jer. vii. 10. N This 
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= Ts is the kia of Power and Wealth 

in Churchmen; two things which have pro- 
ved ſuch a certain and heay 5 Curſe upon 
Religion and the World, as if the holy Au- 
thor of both meant thence to convince Man- 
kind, how pernicious, how deſtructive they 
every-where are to his Church and People, 
and to warn all Men .and Nations againſt | 
Wi or encouraging chem. | 


Great Power and Revenues in Church 
men have not only produced and multiplied 
every Miſchief formerly known in the 
World, but alſo produced Miſchiefs ſo new 
and terrible, as the World, even the Pagan 
World, never knew before; ſuch as Perſe 
cution and Butchery for Conſcience and O- 

inion, Wars and national Maſſacres for Re- 
ton, with that mighty Compendium 1 

all that is horrid, treacherous and cruel u 
on Earth, the execrable Tribunal of t 4 
Inquiſition. What had Paganiſm ſo ſhock- 
ing and horrible, as to be compared to this? 
Not even their human Sacrifices, which were 
few in compariſon, occaſional, and ſtated. 
The Inquiſition is a continual human 
Slaughter-houſe; and in it Men, Myriads of 
Men, have been immolated, after tedious 
Macerations in dark and frightful Dungeons, 
after unrelenting Racks and Tortures, with 
ow Species of TITTY, Miſery and 
C fig * 3 


f 18 13 


Terror; N all for the beſt n which 
they could do, for their Sincerity 480 Piet 4 


in fe the Deity in the Way whic 
they: were perl uaded he liked beſt, 


Naw as the J i e is Wide but 


the higheſt Improvement of Perſecution, 


which begins with Teſts and negative Pe- 
nalties, but ends in Fires and Halters; I will 


enumerate a few of the many Cauſes for 
which Men are committed to it; and they 
are ſuch and ſo various, that no Man who 
in the leaſt exerciſes his own Faculties, or 


\ 


practiſes. common Charity and Mercy, or 
even has common Commerce with the 


World, can avoid 1 it.. If he has heard 


a Heretick preach or pray; (that is, if he 


has thus heard the beſt and wiſeſt Man up- 
on Earth, who differs from the Extravagan- 


cies of Churchmen: ) If when he is ſum- 
moned, he appear not: If being excommu- 
nicate, he ſue not for Abſolution: If a He- 


retick (for Example, a Mr. Locke, or a Sir 
Jſaac Newton) be his Friend: If he do any 


Act of Kindneſs for a Heretick; viſit him, 


treat him, aſſiſt him, or ſhew him pity, or 

give him Counſel: If he ſuſpect the Truth 
of their lying Legends and forged Miracles; 
if he aſſert the Indifference of Meats or f 


Days, or interpret Scripture according to 


his own and to common Senſe: If he 108 


Ceal any Hereſy, his own or other People's; 


3 Ty ik 


. N —— : 0 
». 9 e $4 L 
A 8 n £ 
- \ : 


vac — ? Ps EO A'S. — 4 4 * 
72 r * 
4 85 — RD 3 n 
= - 


> 


if ws pp Pacher or Mother, Wiſe or Child, . 
he is for theſe, or any of theſe Cauſes, 
and for a thouſand others, liable to the un- 
wy parallel'd Cruelties of the Inquiſition. fy „ 
me add, that by Hereſy ! is meant every con- 
f lentious, honeſt, rational and benevolent. 


pinion. differing from the ſenſleſs, narrow, 


barbarous Whims and Grimaces of ye 
Prieſts. 


As a Proof what quick Havock woch 2 
Tribunal muſt make iti a Country, Cardinal 
Turguemeda, the firſt Inquifitor- General in 
Spain, even in the Infancy of the Inquiſition, 
brought an hundred thouſand Souls into it 
in the ſmall Space of fourteen Years: Of 
theſe, fix thouſand were burnt alive. Ob- 


ferye too, that when ſuch Perſons are ſeized, 


all that they have is alſo ſeized, and their Fa⸗ 


milies left to ſtarve, or ſent Mither too, if 


N N ſhew a5 e Aſſiſtance. FE 5 


meek. and compaſſionate Jeſus, who laid 
down his Life for Men, have any thing to 


do with ſuch a Church, or With ſuch hel- 
liſh Inſtruments and Butchers, impudently 


calling themſelves bly, and their Scene of 


Butchery the holy Office? Wiſely did our 


Arſt Reformers.diſbwn her being a Church: 


Laud afterwards and his Followers laboured 
to eic her Credit, contended for her be- 
rn „ 


* 9 the . abt wiſe God, can the 


? 


* * f 8 ...” 
4. 
9 


[i 20 i 

ing a true Church, and even Gerdes thetn- 

ſelves from her;. nay, ſtrove to ſhew them-" 

ſelves worthy of the Kindred and Deſcent,” 
by aſſuming her Pride and Cruelties: Wit- 
neſs, their numerous Impriſonments, excef-' 
five Fines, Whippings, Diſmembrings, and 
other Barbarities; to their own Infamy, and 


to the Diſhonour of Proteſtants and of our 
Nation. eee 


- 


— 


£ 


„„ Equal to ts other Horterg is the black. 
Treachery practiſed by that deteſtable Court, 
and by all who 1 5 to, or afſiſt it. In 
order to enſnare a Man. into the Inquiſition, 
they will, travel Countries, and croſs the 
Seas, to become acquainted with him; will 
court, careſs. and Mater him, treat him, | 

make him Preſents, lend him Money, ad- 
miniſter to his Pleaſures, feem to love and 
adopt his Opinions, rail at the Church, curſe 

his Perſecutors and the Tnquiſition, and 

| ſwear him an eternal Friendſhip. -.- - - All | 
4 with a black and murderous Purpoſe to ſeize l 
= him in a proper Place, and carry him off to ; 
| the Fires and Racks of that infernal Tribu- 
I nal. But where the Intereſt of that Church 
. is concerned, Villany changes its Nature, and 
becomes meritorious; and the blackeſt Per- 
fidy, and even Perjury, is eſteemed and 
practiſed as good Policy. Thus the Pope's 
Face at the Head of a Cruſade againft 
the Albigenſes, entrapped their Protector and 

0 General, 
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s General, the Count de Bexjers, ſolemnly 
| ſwore not to hurt im, and Men: ACE and 
impriſoned him. HONEY „5 25 
Loet me juſt add Apen this | Head,” T TY 
Blaſphemy, or any outrageous Words and- 
Defiance offered to Almighty God, is not 
puniſhable, nor cogniſable in the Inquifi- 
tion. The great Crime and Purſuit there, 
is Hereſy; that is to ſay, Blaſphemy againſt. 8 
the Trade and Opinion of Prieſts. So that 
any profane Wrerch may blaſpheme God 
without fear of the Inquiſitors, provided 
he blaſpheme like a good Churchman, and 
ſay nothing againſt the Prieſts or their Gear: 
But if Hereſy be mixed with his Blaſphemy, 
he cannot hope to eſcape. Moſt remarkæ- 
ble too and ſhocking is the Impudence and 
Hypocriſy of theſe Inquiſitors, when after 
having long ſtarved in their horrid Dun- 
geons the Wretched Offender; after having 
long terrified, miſuſed and tortured him, 
they at laſt deliver him over to the ſecular 
Arm: They have then the ſolemn Aſſurance, 
to beſeech the Civil Magiſtrate, in the Bowels 
of Jeſus Chriſt, not to hurt his Life or Limb; 
yet would excommunicate the Civil Mag 1 
ſtrate, if he did not burn him alive. Such 


is the terrible Power and Falſhood of 85 
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faid about the Inquiſition is a Digreſſion. 
That terrible Part of Popery, or indeed any 
other Part of Popery, which is all terrible, 


is too little known in England. For ſome 


time after che Reformation; a due Horror f 
was kept up amongſt the People by our 


Preachers againſt the Church of jg And. 


it was done like Proteſtants, | and is their 
Duty at all times; and they who omit it are 
unworthy of the Name, and I doubt have 


dark and unproteſtant Deſigns. - But Wen 


our Clergy began to contend for equal Do- 


minion and Wealth, they found chat they 


could not conſiſtentiy rol at the Church of 8 
Rome, and yet follow her Example. And nd 


ſo far altered was their Stile at laſt, 3 in- 


ſtead of painting and reviling her, as an old 
withered Harlot, the Mother: of Abominations 
and Whoredoms, and drunk with the Blood. of 5 
the Saints, it became faſhionable to defend 


ber, nay, to praiſe her, and even to puniſh | 


ſuch as expoſed her: Such uncommon 
Friends ſhe found in Laud and his Adhe- 
rents. It is true, he and ſome others of that 


GE wrote Books aga inſt ſome Parts of, Po- 


But what ſignified writing: pint 
Papitts, when he was introdueing and practi- 
ſing Popery at home? For, all Cruelty, => 


even Severity for Opinion, and all Authori- 


ty aſſumed over Conſcience and the Soul, is 
Popery, 


7 


| 1125 1 5 
Popery; by whatever Name it be called. 
HBeſides, 15 was natural for Laud, who was 
acting a8 Pope himſelf, to deny the Power 
of the other Pope, ar leaſt here; and for 
the bare Notions, e nes the Gri- 
maces and Mummery | they are 
of little Ccnlecttichcls! 05 arther than as 
they tend to introduce and preſetye its Pow- 
er, by creating or n Dekalten in 
che Feople. 1 | 


i Fs 
. * * 
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Laud and bis Aches were e notorious 
e and all Perſecution is Pop 
and every Degree of it, even the ſmalleſt 
Degree” is an Advance towards the Inquiſi- 
tion. As negative Penalties are the firſt De- 

Tee, ſo Death and Burning 4 is the laſt and 
igheſt; all the other Steps are but natural 
Ofadfticnö following the firſt Degree, and 
introducing the laſt. For the ſmalleſt im- 
il the Neceſſity of a greater, Where the 
former fails; and conſequently of the great 
eſt of all, which 1 is the Inquitition. | ue 

Was it now at M enn hat Tie] 
and His Afociates were charged with being 
Papiſts, when they were openly introdu- 
cing and exerting all the terrible Patts of 
Popery, Church Power and Perfecution, 
ano thus eftabliſhing Church T) yratmy and 

quifirion? For, it- was pc that chat 
Wee Court was cſtablithed; ay om 
0 1 Claims 
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Claims and Practices = alway ys. 1ntr 

and eſtabliſh it. Madam de Merken, 0 
the Memoirs of Aune of Auſtria, ſays ex- 
preſly, upon the Authority and Information 
of King Cbarles the Fipſts Queen, that 
Laud was a good Catholick in his Heart. It is 
certain that he brought in what was moſt ter- 
rible in Popery, i its Power and Cruelty, with 
not a few of its Fooleries and Superſtitions. 


Whoever is a Tyrant and Perſecutor is a Pa- 
piſt, in the only Senſe of the Word that 
Proteſtants and Freemen are concerned 


Let oY as cliis Power. to controul 
0 and Opinion conſider this, if 
they have not conſidered it already. Let 


thoſe too over whom ſuch Power is claimed 


conſider it, and look upon the Men who 


claim it, as Enemies and Deceivers, that 


.would ſeduce them in order to enflave them. 
How would any Man, any Proteſtant, (who 
dares own his Opinion). like the Inquiſition ? 


Without doubt he would abhor it: Let him 
:likewiſe abhor the Ways and Practices that 


lead to it; for it is ſupported entirely by the 
Power of the Clergy, which never has, never 


can produce any Good. As Dominion over 
Thoughts and Notions is in itſelf a Monſter, 


the greateſt of all Monſters, it muſt be ſup- 
ported by monſtrous Means, even by Priel 


wielding. or directing « the civil Sword; the 


pretend- 


"34 {9 


25 
* Edllowers of the. humble Jokis, 
treading upon the Necks of Nations, en- 
Wong their Wen and Þilling their 
* 5 

7:61 any {ns fond of his Lest) as at 
Men 857 are, and of his own Opini- 
ons, (for this too is natural) and of exami- 
ning all Opinions; which every Man has a 
Right to do? Would he worſhip God after 
his own Way, be ſubje& to no Man's inſo- 
lent Rebukes and Controul, be exempt from 
vexatious Suits and Proſecutions, from cle- 
rical Curſes followed with civil Puniſhments, 
with Dungeons, and (as they ſay) with Dam 
nation? Would he preſerve his Conſcience 
his Perſon, his Time and his Property, and 
all that is dear to him, ſafe and entire? He 
is jn conſequence of all this obliged for ever 
to oppoſe all Power in the Clergy, as it has 
been ever found utterly repugnant to what - 
ever is dear to Men and Societies. I know 
not that ever they poſſeſſed Power without 
uſing it perniciouſſy: I know not that ever 
they could perſecute, and did nor perſecute: 
Such of them as had moſt argued and in- 
veighed againſt Perſecution when they. were 
under it, exerciſed it afterwards without 
Shame or Remorſe, whenever they got the 
Rod into their own Hands. Thus the Ca- 
tholicks acted againſt the Arians; thus the 
Hatter acted ons che former; both com- 
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erſecutors.” * 4 
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St. Allanaſus could at one time argue, 
ce that the Devil does therefore uſe Violence, 
becauſe he has a bad Cauſe, and the Truth 
« 1s not on his Side. ſeſus Chriſt, on the 

<«* contrary, uſes only Exhortations, becauſe 
<< his Caufe is good: F any man will be my 


692 Diſciple, let him fellow me: He forces no 


Man to follow him; nor enters by Force 


< where he is ſhut out. Whence that Fas 
ther obſerves, that. this perſecuting Sect 
could not be of God. So argued all the 

Orthodox, upon, that Occaſion, and I think 
very truly. St. Hilary urges the fame Argu- 
ment to an Arian Emperor and Perſecutor, 
and denies the Arians to he the true Church, 
for this very Reaſon. But che Orthodox, 


ben they were uppermoſt,” changed their 


Tone; and never were there more mercileſs 
Perſecutors, Oppreſſors, and Butchers than 
they. Hence their own Reaſoning has been 
frequently turned upon them; and the He- 
reticks have charged them in their turn, as 
being none of Chriſt s Flock, becauſe they 


had renounced his Spirit, and exerciſed F orce 


and Cruelty. The Donatifts particularly in- 
ſulted them upon s HAGHTADAn aon 
diſtency. 
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But ſo i it 3 en e 8 no 


Reaſoning, not even their own Reaſoning, 


could 


* | 4 e 
could ever reſtrain Churchmen, orthodox of 
heterodox, when they were inveſted with 
Power, or with the Direction of Power, 
from uſing it violently. The Presbyterians 
juſtly exclaimed againſt the Violence and 
Tyranny of Archbiſhop Laud and his Bre- 
thren, for harraſſing, impriſoning, fining, 
and perſecuting them, and even driving them 
ftom their native Homes, to ſeek Peace, and 
Shelter, and the quiet Worſhip of God in 
the Woods of America. He had converted 
the High Commiſſion Court into an Inqui- 
ſition: Nay, every Bithop's Court was be- 
come an Inquiſition; and many of the beſt 
Churchmen were filenced, fined, and even 
deprived, for adhering honeſtly to the Do- 
ctrines of the Reformation, to primitive 
Strictneſs of Manners, and for obſerving the 
Sabbath. _ FEST SD Lat e 


Did the Preyterians afterwards, theſe 
very Presbyterians, who had thus groaned 
and ſmarted under Perſecution, and com- 
plained of its Injuſtice and Fury, exerciſe 
Charity and Forbearance towards others who 
diſſented from them, when they were become 
Maſters of ecclefiaſtical Rule? No: Never 
was a more bitter, untolerating Race, or - 
more rigorous Exactors of Conformity. E- 
very Man who differed from them was an 
Enemy to the State, an Innovator, forſooth, 
whom it behoved the State to ſuppreſs. 
They had forgot that Laud had brought the 

D 2 ſame 


1 18 
Fame Charge againſt them hut a little before, 
and how unmercifully they had been then 
uſed as publick Incendiaries, Enemies, and 
Innovators. Nor do any Set of Prieſts fail 
to draw down, if they can, the Anger of 
the Crown upon any Man who has merited 
theirs. Thus the Monks of St. Denis in 
France, in the twelfth Century, accuſed the 
famous Abelard, then amongſt them, with 
being an Enemy to the Glory and Crown of 
France, only for denying that their Founder 
was Dionyſius the Areopagite mentioned in 
the New Teſtament. It is indeed a Charge 
which all domineering Prieſts in the World 
have ever brought, will ever bring, againſt all 
who offend them, againſt all who withdraw 
from their Power, and diſown their Syſtems, 
The Presbyterians, when undermoſt, felt this 
to be true, both before and afterwards ; and 
| always when they felt it, exclaimed againſt 
I | 13 but took it up themſelves without 
1 þluſhing, as ſoon as ever they taſted of Do- 


minion. 


The Churchmen too, they who had per- 
ſecuted the Presbyterians without all Mercy, 
the Moment they found themſelves perſecu- 

ted by Presbyterians, made heavy Outcries 
againſt Perſecution, and preached and wrote 
3% for Toleration, It was then that Dr. Taylor 
1 publiſhed his Book entituled, The Liberty 
q ef propheſying : An excellent Bock it is, and 
i _ was 


| [ 29 ] 
vas then extremely applauded by his Bre- 
thren of the Epiſcopal Profeſſion. But did 
theſe Churchmen, did even Dr. Taylor, af- 
ter the Reſtoration, obſerve their own Rea- 
ſoning and Writings for Indulgence to Diſ- 
ſenters? No, it was the great Buſineſs of 
the Churchmen, when they had reſumed 
their old Seats and Revenues, to preach, to 
write, to ſollicit ſevere Laws, and then the 
Execution of theſe Laws, againſt their Pro- 
teſtant Brethren, during all that long Reign. 


Was not all this ftrangely inconſiſtent, as 

well as ſtrangely unchriſtian, on both Sides? 
And was it not ſtrange Madneſs, as well as 
Wickedneſs, in the Civil Power, to gratify 
the ſowre and aſpiring Spirit of the Eccle- 
fiaſticks, by plaguing and puniſhing the 
People about Religion ? There is no End of 
their Demands, nor of the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of ſuch. Demands. In Spain, where 
they profeſs to burn Hereticks, that is to 
lay, Proteſtants, they complain of it at the 
ſame time, as Perſecution in a Proteſtant 
Country, to impriſon a RomiſhPrieft, how- 
ever factious and buſy he be in perverting 
of Proteſtants, The High Clergy in Eng- 
land, though avowed Enemies to a Tolera- 
tion here, would think it terrible Perſecuti- 
on to deny it to themſelves, or their Brethren 
in Scotland. Ay, but we. of the Church of 
England are the true Church of Chriſt, * 
the 
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wy Goj ipel without wounding Chriſtian Cha- 


1 


the Engliſb Epiſcopatian : And'ſo ſays Rome 

of herſelf, ſo ſays Scotland, fo ſays Geneva 
and Greece, and ſo ſay all Churches in the 
World; and each of them would perſecute 


and aboliſh all the reſt as falſe or NIE: | 


This is is not the Spirit of Religion, nor of 


its Author, but an open Departure from 


that Spirit. It is the Spirit of Faction and 
Fury, which utterly blinds Men, and ex- 
tinguiſhes that of Peace and Charity, with- 


out which Men cannot be Followers of 
Chriſt. Did we not daily fee it, it would 
be incredible, to what Extravagancies reli- 

gious Diſputes will carry Men. Daniel Ti- 
lenus, a learned Man, and publick Profeſ- 
for (J think, of Divinity) became ſo heat- 
ed in favour of Armimaniſm, in oppoſition 
to Caloiniſm and Predeſtination, that he de- 
clared, were he obliged to change his Reli- 


gion, he would turn Turk ſooner than Cal- 
viniſt; for he denied that the Calviniſis be- 


lieved in God, and owned that the Turks 
did. Grotius, when Ambaſſador for Sweden 


in France, Mad two Chaplains, a Calviniſt 


and a Lutheran, Who preached by turns. 


What they principally laboured was to re- 
vile one another, and their Sermons were 
only Invectives. The Ambaſſador, tired 
and aſhamed of the Extravagancies of theſe 
Reverend Madmen, begged them to explain 


rity- 


* 


871 


rity. 'This good Advice neither of them 
reliſhed. - His Liutheran Chaplain particu- 

larly replied, that he muft preach what G 
inſpired; and went on in the old Strain. For, 
all the Ravings of hot-headed Divines are 
fathered upon God. Grotzus at laſt ordered 
him either to forbear railing or preaching, 
The . meek Preacher turned away in great 
Wrath, expreſſing his Amazement, that 
Chriſtian Ambaſſador ſhould ſhut the Mouth of 
the Holy Ghoſt. | This he thought terrible 
_ Uſage, and Perſecution,” and publiſhed his 
Complaints every where, that Grotius had 


ſhut the Mouth of the, Holy Gap that is, his 
1 5 Mouth. 


I return to conſider, the Conſequences of 
Power and great Wealth in the Clergy, 


ITheſe Acquirements of Opulence and Do- 


minion were ſo foreign to the firſt preaching 
of the Goſpel, fo little known ro its Au- 
thor and his is Diſciples, that tis no wonder 

they | aſſorted. fo ill with it, and at laſt ſo 
ſtrangely transformed it, and even banithed 
all but the Name, What can be ſeen of 
Chrift and. his Humility, of the Apoſtles 
and their Poverty, in the Pomp and Pride, 
in the Fierceneſs and Domination of Prieſts? 
Is, ought of the Plainneſs and Simplicity of 
the - Golp el to be found in the Intricacies of 
School Divinity, in the endleſs. Wranglings 
and weaderfulDiGipRions of. * | 
£55107 oes 
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f Does the Pope, or ſuch as reſemble or 


would reſemble the Pope, bear any Likeneſs 


of Chriſt, or of St. Peter? Did the Ambi- 
tion of the Biſhops 


and Clergy, their Avi- 
dity for Power and rich Churches, for Which 


they contended with Blows, and Bloodſhed 
and Slaughter, come from Chriſt, or from 


the Genius of his Religion ? Were the Se- 
ditions, Tumults and War which enſued 


ſuch ambitious Purſuits, the Effects of a 


Chriſtian, or of a Clerical Spirit? Yer were 
not ſuch Evils and terrible Calamities im- 


mediately derived from the Thirſt of ad 
_ Clergy after Grandeur and nnn P 


At firſt they had no 1 but Alrns, 


and of thefsAlins they had only a Share; 


but to that Share they at laſt added (I had 


_ almoſt faid feloniouſly) the Whole, cheating 


the Donors, and robbing the Poor: They 
afterwards greatly enlarged theſe Revenues 
(which were at firſt chiefly uſurped) by Arts 
and Contrivances ſufficiently wicked and 
vile, even by deceiving filly Women and Bi- 
gots, and ſelling them Salvation for preſent 
Money and Rents; by terrifying the Weak 
and Dying, and forcing them to compound 
for Heaven, by parting with all that they 


| _ poſſeſſed on Earth. Father Paul, that ra- 


tional and honeſt Clergyman, fays, that the 
Church is beholden for her greateſt Legacies 
and Donarions, to the Bounty of infamous 
Women 


3 


[33] 


Women, Strumpets and Proftitutes; or to 
that of peeviſh People, ho thus gratified 
their Spite towards their own Blood and 
Relations. And as the Church had ng 
Riches but what were freely given her, or 
taken and gotten unjuſtly by her; fo the 
had no Power but what was either begged 
or uſurped, What, Uſe chey have made of 


both, we have already ſeen. It is moſt na- 


tural, that AR. is ill eit ſhould be * 
uſed, 


It would quake a curious s Hiſtory, to ail 
cover and explain minutely, from what par- 
ticular Men, and by what particular Arty 
and Application, every Farm, every Eſtate 
and Donation now poſſeſſed by Churchmen, 
was at firſt. acquired, I queſtion whether 
any Revenues in the World were ever ſo 
wickedly procured; fince to enrich the 
Church, al if Means, even Wickedneſs, Mur- 
der and Impiety, were deemed lawful. Thus 
Aſſaſſins and Blaſphemers merited Protecti- 
on and Abſolution; Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
ſion were warranted and ſanctified; holy 
Snares were laid, falſe Terrors ſpread, Mi- 
racles forged, God's Name belied, and je- 
ſus and his bleſſed Mother profanely perſo- 
nated by Prieſts, to delude Enthuſiaſts; as if 
theſe heavenly Beings had thus honoured + 
th wich * "ir in Ferioy, 
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It were endleſs to enumerate all the Arts 

ji | and Impieties, Impoſtures and Lies, by which 
1 Churchmen formerly filled their Coffers, at 
1 the Expence and through the Stupidity of 

Laymen. And though no Poſſeſſions were 

ever ſo impiouſ]y obtained, I never heard 
any Inſtance of their parting with them 
from Remorſe or Shame, even whilſt the 
right Heirs, by being thus deprived of their 
Eſtates, were ſtarving, and the Poſſeſſors 
(or rather Uſurpers) gorged with more 
Wealth than they could uſe even in their 
Luxury and Debauches. Whatever was 
once annexed to the Church, in theſe Days 
of Uſurpation and Darknefs, (however kna- 
vifhly or violently. obtained) was forthwith 
| ſacred and unalienable: nay, it became no 
leſs than Sacrilege, to diveſt her of what ſhe 
had gained by Robbery and Fraud. For, 

whatever was once hers, even her Frauds | 
and Crimes, were holy; and it was profane 
to cenſure them, or indeed to ſee them; 
and he was profane, nay atheiſtical, who 
did. it, Whoever found fault with «the 
Church, was an Enemy to the Church; and 

be who was an Enemy to the Church, was 
an Atheiſt, Hence the frequent and ridi- 
culous Application of Arheifm and Blaſphe- 

my, till theſe two Words, of themſelves 
very awful, grew contemptible. As to the 

Quantity of the Church's Wealth, ſhe ne- 

+. IS Fer 


98 = 
„ 427 3233 
X 2. *. : 14 K „„ 34S 


3 


n= — — — „PB .  —  Ey r Bi ai Zo. ee os — — 
——— — — — 2 * Os * - — ; N * a — 4 > = ” - * 24 — 


ä Looms — 

———— eee 
. ͤ —„-.ꝑE < 
r — 


N 
17 
_ 
4 4 
L 1 ; 
"nb : Li 
1 5 
= © 
4 10 bl 
"go 4 5 
En bv 
*h 5 
7 1 / 
X £4 F 
1 1 
10 : 
4.3 3 
$ | 5 
* % 
4 ' 
7 4 
. * 
18.44 
a 
4 f 


= i LS 
. —_ 
„ * 


ä 
5 "_ ta. 0 
2 - _ — — - 


7 —_ — — 2 2 DOR ———— r —F ir >. CR — —-— - 4 
£* Js - — — —— 1 od Sox x 4 N 
— - — —— 2 — — * 3 . - — - 
£ 3; 2 - : G 2 7 7 — — $a 
pe — ä 3 8 — o - — a aeon” 


Ea]. 
yer knew any Stint or Bounds ; but whilſt. 
the Laity had to give, ſhe took, till in ſome, 


Countries ſhe WA all, Ap . Rags * no 
Bread. ee eee 1. 
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1 Ea in this Proteſtant Nation it 18 com- 
puted, that they have a fifth Part of our 
Wealth; yes, that fifteen or twenty thöü- 
ſand Prieſts are endowed with the fifth Part 
of the Property of eight Millions of People. 
Are they ſatisfied with this? And do they 
never aim at more, or complain of. this 25 5 
too little? If they do, tis not for the Repu- 
tation of their Modeſty: I am ſorry | to add, 
that they are in a Way of draining and mo- | 
nopolizing all the Wealth of England. It is 
thought, that the Revenue of the Church- 
men ĩs at preſent as large as in the Times of 
Popery, notwithſtanding 1 the Demolition of 
fo many. Monaſteries, and the ,Seizure of 
their Revenyes z conſidering that the Clergy 
then maintained the Poor, who are now ſup- 
F chiefly. by che Laity, at an immenſe 

harge, no leſs than two Millions a Year. 
There are indeed ſome Individuals who have 
very ſmall Salaries ; But whoſe fault is that? 
Are there not others, who wallow, in Thou- 
: fands, yet do leſs Duty than ſuch as are in 
conſtant Service with A 1 1770 of ten 
or twenty Pounds a year ? Why ſhould not 
the Wealth of the Church be Nod equally 
50 ee divided. 4 But o it often is, 


— 1 * 


, ST — 
that the more Churehmen have, the more 
they ſeek, yet the leſs they do. To all this 
F with it were not in my Power to add, but 
it is true, and I muſt add it, that whatever 
Corruptions have crept into the Church, did 
ſo by the Contrivance, at leaſt by the Conni- 
vance of Churchmen, and were never after- 
wards removed by their Confent. © 


* 
— 4 


They are always forward to complain of 
Innovations, and of diſturbing Things that 
are ſettled. But who have made more Inno- 
vations than Churchmen? Who have more 
diſturbed and changed Religion and States, 
by their Ambition, by their Difpures, by 
their turbulent Behaviour and exorbitant 
Claims? And who are fo much given to 
Change? What Changes, what violent and 
lawlefs Changes, were there not wrought by 
Laud and his Brethren in his Time, and al- 
ways attempted by thoſe of his Spirit ever 
fince? The Laity have been only on the de- 
fenfive, warding off the Attempts and mon- 
ſtrous Demands of ſuch of the Clergy, and 
anſwering their wild Writings. © What is a 


s „ 


great Part of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, but a 


_ continual. Detail and Repetition of the Ef- 
Forts of the Clergy to govern Mankind, and 


4 


te maſter the World? Was not this an Inno- 
vation witha witneſs, a Propenſityto Change, 
VIESL e e : - 231g Cas 

un attual and alarming Change? Were the 
4889 Sow A. 6 wa 9 „ neee 
not continually attempting ro be What they 
TIO A To Were 


(97 ] 
were not, to have what they had not, ſtill 
to be riches, ſtill to be greater? Could there 


be a greater Change than from the Almſmen 
of the People to beeoms Lords and Princes; 
from Povefty and Humility, to riſe to Mitres 
and Diadems, and Dominion? And could 
ſuch a Change, a Change ſo mighty and un- 


natural, be acco i down? without — 
7 * World 2 8 70 own 


This! is ſomething more chan JO ET 
re, ſomething more than diſturbing Things 
that were quiet. Did not Laud actually 
maſter and aboliſh the Laws of his Country; 
afſert the Independeney of the Clergy upon 

the civil Power, and terrify the Judges from 
iſſuing Prohibitions, as they were actually 
Ferorn to do? And did the Spirit of Laud, 
and this Paſſion in the Clergy of his ſtamp, 

for Dominion, Independeney, and prineely 
Neves, dis with Laud? No: They have 
even improved upon his Scheme, and added, 
if poſſible, to his wild and enſlaving Preten- 
ſions; and, as a Proof that they were the 
Pretenſions of the Body, at leaſt of the Ma- 
jority,- the Convocation could never be Per- 
ſuaded co cenfure them.” 3 ak W 
D 3 5 

In ſhort, Ubobcer Aeubts cen chey 
(I mean all along, ſuch of the Cler 


ambitieuſſy f Power) have hot * 
the Authors of Chauges in the World, ef 
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great and calamitovs Changes; nne they 


have not themſelves changed and degenera- 
ted from their Patterns and Original, need 


only read Hiſtory, ' and compare them with 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles, compare their Pre- 


tenſions, Pomp, Luxury, and Poſſeſſions, 


with the Simapliciry, Humility, Labour, and 
Diſintereſtedneſs of her priminye! Chriſtians, 


I & 4% S % 


1 he truth, I donde is, le — make 


this Complaint, Which is very uſual with 
them, that i- is not ſaſe to diſturb, Things 


which are eſtabliſhed, they only mean to diſ- 
courage People from diſturbing them in their 

favourite Purſuit after Power and Riches. 
Whatever is eſtabliſhed by the. New Teſta- 
ment and the Law, no Man that I know is 
for diſturbing. But if they have Aims and 
Demands which are neither warranted by 
Chriſt nor the Conſtitution, it is right, and 


chriſtian, and legal, co diſturb, and even 


* . - —_— 
N I 5.3 
$8 - . 
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08 defeat them, © elm 


Such hig h Claimers x of 2 
Rule and. Dpultence, (if there be any ſuch) 
are the Men given to change; and it is al- 
ways juſt to oppoſe Uſurpation, to redreſs 
Grievances, remove Nuiſances, and to at- 


5 . Eraud, Axsries * Nonſenſe. 


_ 1 ab. be dn to pp wt Wh 
But ſuppoſe any. aſſuming Clergyman 


mos 


123 were 


FTE] 


were 30 traſh t, and daring, and had To 
little Regard to Conſcience and publick Tran- 
qu mich to attempt to eſtabliſh an eccle- 
faſtical Tribunal in our Colonies abroad, 
to the Terror and Affliction of our Brethren 
there, who were many of them firſt driven 
thither by the Oppreſſion and Barbarity of 
ſuch Courts here, eſpecially in Archbiſhop 

Laud's Reign; would not ſuch an Attempt 
tend to a bold Innovation, and diſcover a 
buſy, an arrogant and dangerous Spirit in 
ſuch a Clergyman; and would he not be a 
good Subject and an honeſt Man, who ſer 
himſelf againſt ſuch a lewd 0 and 
expoſed 1 its wicked who hl ? 


Suppoſe any other Clergyman, ſuch an 
Enciny to the civil Conſtitution, and to the 
Church of England, or ſuch a Deſerter from 
it, as to contend for the Independency of 
the Clergy, for their Exemption from the 
civil Laws, nay for trying a Clergyman 
when'he is to be tried, by a Jury of Clergy- 
men; would not ſoch a Man deſerve ſevere 
Animadverſion and Puniſhment ; and would 
It not be honeſt and meritorious, to defend 
the Laws, and repulſe this their Enemy, his 
Innovator, omg 1 an 


Suppoſe any other — Prieſt, 9 
of promoting Superſtition for the Ends of 
Authority and Gain, ſhould abuſe the Cre- 


uy of the People, by pretending to con- 
vey 


12 
vey Holineſs into Ground and Stone Walls; 
as if Earth or Stone, or any thing 1 inani+ 
mate, were ſuſceptible of Sanctity, or their 
Quality to be altered by ſolemn Words; and 
all this without any Colour of Warrant from 
Law or Goſpel, but in Oppoſition to the 
Spirit of both; would not ſuch a crafty 


Prieſt be a falſe Guide, an Innovator, who 


relinquiſhed Truth and the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, to promote Error, and to i 

Popery and Deluſion? And — not he 
vrho reſiſted and confuted him, be a Friend 
to Society, a Delrauler, of Truth, : 8 a F oe 
to Fraud? 8 | 1 1 | 


Suppoſe any 3 10 3 3 ex- 
alting Churchmen and their Revenue, (for, 
the ſure. way of raiſing Them is to raiſe 
That) that he encouraged Deſigns and 
Schemes for transferring the whole, Wealth 
of a Nation, by no flow Degrees, into the 
Coffers of the Clergy; would not ſuch a 
Man be a Promoter of Change, of a uni- 
verſal and melancholy Change, and a decla- 
red Enemy to the Laity ? And would. it not 
be becoming Laymen, nay, incumbent on 
them, to be upon their Guard, to ſecure 
their Eſtates, and to preſerve themſelves and 
Paſterity from Poverty and „ 


5 - Suppoſe: {once more) chat any other Clera 
emen win ne e Boldneſs to * 


? 1 
5 * % 4 : 
1 vals 7 1 


-publickly,- that a Brother Clergymati (a Bi- 
hop, for Example) ſtill continued a true 
Biſhop of the Church of Chriſt, even though 
he ſtood convicted of, and deprived for the 
higheſt and blackeſt Crimes, namely, Per- 
jury, Diſloyalty, Conſpiracy, Treaſon and 
Rebellion; would not ſuch a Declaration be 
highly inſolent, ſcandalous, and puniſhable $ 
To tell thoſe who make Prieſts, that they 
cannot unmake them, nor one of them, 
would be to tell them, that Prieſts are a= 
bove the Law and the Laity ; that the Cler- 
gy have a Power and Defignation which 
Laymeri cannot take away, though the Lai- 
ty and the Law actually create them, and 
confer upon them the only Deſignation that 
they can have, nay,' confer their whole Of- 
fice; nor does our Conftitution particularly - 
own, or: know any Character in any Sub- 
ject whatſoever, but what the Law alone 
beſtows ; and all the Clergy renounce upon 
Oath all Power whatſoever but what, they 
detive from hence. An Act of Parliament 
would to-morrow effectually degrade all the 
Clergy in Great Britain; that is, reduce 
them all to Laymen, and -create ſo many 
Prieſts immediately out of the Laity, with- 
out a Jot more Apparatus or Ceremony. 

Whoever is declared to be a Prieft by any 
Society, is a Prieſt to them, and ceaſes to 
be one the moment they declare him none. 
The ſtrange a . 
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is arrant Nonſenſe and; true Prieſtcraft, 
oy the Ground-work of, all Priefteraft. 
WO 


ſures upon the bold Offender, I had almoſt 


421 


uld it therefore be borne by an Aſſenibly 
of Law- makers, ſo tender of their Liberties 
and of Proteſtantiſm as Ours, to have this 
ſame indelible Character, this Root of Po- 
pery, maintained to their: Faces? And would 
it not draw down their Indignation and Cen- 


faid, Deceiver ? Set it would; and theres 
fore. 22 15 12 cl 12 


i CT REIT... 


1 a can never =} offered 3 in this 

free Proteſtant Country, but are common 
in Popiſh Countries, nay, are ſome of the 
reigning Tenets and Practices which ſup- 
port Popery. How zealous Laud was in 
ſuch Popiſh Practices and Tenets, I have 
not now time to explain; | Read ls. Life 


* Trial. 


It is now bas time to. N towards & 


| Concluſion, by, confidering briefly what pro- 
duced the Tragedy of this Day; a Conſide- 


ration which will lead us to ſee how ſuch 
Tragedies are to be prevented. The imme 
diate Inſtruments - of the King's Murder 


were violent Men, ſupported by a powerfut 
Army, gained and commanded by a Uſur- 


per. This Power in the Army, and his 
Power oyer it, were the Effects of the Civil 
War, 


"P 8 
a 


Bag] 


War, Which s itſelf caſed by os Mi- 
underſtanding and Struggle between tlie 
King and Parliament. What originally pro- 
duced this Miſunderſtanding, Which pro- 
duced all the reſt, is what we ate principal- 
ly to attend to. It ib of much leſs moment 
to know by whit Hands the King Fell; than' 
to know how ſuch Hands, or 367 Hands, 
came to Ye lifred e binn. l 


5 Now if we enquire into ah fiſt Cauſe, 
from avhich all the reſt naturally followed, 
we thall find that the Violence of his Reign. 
cauſed his violent End. It is not to be de- 
nied nor diſguiſed, that from the yery —_ 
aiating' the Court aimed at arbitrar Power 
open p urſued it, and for fifteen Years to. 
gether practiſed it, raiſing Money without 
Law and againſt Law; which was Robbe- 
in! thoſe who enforced the Collection of 
Impriſoning Men, the beſt and greateſt, 
Mien without Law and againſt Law; which 
wasclawleſs Cruelty: Serzing the Lands and 
Eſtates of others, without Right and againſt 
Right ip which was ' flagrant Oppreffion 
and Violence: Affurning and extrciling-a. 
Power to difpenſe with Laws, that is, 4 
Power: to make and ànnul La A8 3 which 
was manifeſt Uſurpation ; And, in ſhort, 
eſtabliſhing an arbitrary and 7. urkiſh Aurho- 
| rey! Wer dhe Ferſons and Rights and For- 
bs + hot 4b ee 
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tunes of che People; which Was ue 
and undeniable T | 


"Boron. 1 ** and Vibe wn ory 
Right and Tyranny, there is no Medium, 


no more than between Ju Juſtice. and Oppreſſi- 
qm. If King Charles 


d no Right to act 
chus, then his acting thus was — <ohagy If 


he had a Right, of what Force are Laws 


and Oaths, and where is our Conſtitution, 


the boaſted Birthrights of Engliſbmen, ad 
our ancient Magna Charta? Why waschis' 
Son King James turned out why declared to 
have forfeited ? And 7 Ä ask the Ad- 

mirers and Defenders of King Charles I. 
how they would have liked, how borne ſuch 
Violences, ſuch lawleſs Doings and Miſrule 


in King William ; how in, the late Reign; 


how in 858 ? How would they have relih- 
ed the Impriſonment of their Perſons; Taxes 
laid on and exacted without Conſent of 
Parliament, arbitrary and exceſſive Fines, 
their Eſtates ſeized, their Families! impoye- 
riſhed or famiſhing ?. Doubtleſs, no Men 
would haye been — — in the Cry of. Ty- 
ranny; and very juſt and natural would have 
been fuch a Cry. No Sort of Men talk 
more warmly and frequently. now in faygur 
of Liberty and Law. How do they recon- 
cile ſuch Zeal and Profeflions with an Ap- 
probation of the Reign of King Charles I. 
which was one "IR Series of Oppreſ- 

ions, 


BB 
ſions, had aboliſhed Liberty and Law, and 
eſtabliſhed univerſal Slavery? How would 
they have borne ſuch terrible and tyrannical 
Uſage? Very impatiently, I dare ſay. If 
they ſay other wiſe, no reaſonable Man will 
believe them, nor have they, upon Trial, 
ever ſne wd much Paſſiveneſs of Spirit. Be- 
ſides, if they juſtify the enſlaving Meaſures 
then; they are not in earneſt, or utterly in- 
conſiſtent with themſelves now, when they 
extol publick Liberty, and are for reſtrain- 
8 and their Miniſters to Reaſon and 


What we have therefore to do on this 
Day, is not only to abhor the bloody Death 
of the King, and wicked Inſtruments of it, 
but to abhor alſo his evil and wicked Go- 
vernment for fifteen Years together; abhor 
the impious Principles which were then 
countenanced and prevailed, with the traite- 
rous and ungodly Broachers and Promoters 
of ſuch ; and all the evil and arbitrary Coun- 
ſears then and ſince. And as we lament his 
latter End, let us deteſt the Beginning and 
Courſe of his Reign, which was as enor- 
mous and guilty, as his Cataſtrophe. was 
mournful and barbarous. Was it crying 
Guilt thus to cut him off, as ſurely it was? 
Was it not alſo crying Guilt in the Crown, 
to abandon its Duty, to violate the Corona- 
tion Oath, to tread upon. Law: and Juſtice, 
978117 0 
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to perſecute Conſcience, to rob ad 0 ppreſs 


the People, and from limited and 255 

to become lawleſs and arbitrary? And is it 
not equally reaſonable, equally becoming 
us as Engliſbinen and Freemen, to comme- 
morate and deteſt an Adminiſtration ſo per- 
nicions: and? devouring," Meaſures fo: black 
and lawleſs? Is it not our Duty to take 
warning by them, and whenever we are 
threatned with them, to guard againſt them; 
to watch every Principle of Slavery, and 
ſuppreſs it betimes; to rejoice. that ve live 
in happier Times, live in a free Govern- 
ment, and under the free Courſe of the 


| Laws; to pray for the Continuance of ſuch 


an utwaluable Bleſſing, and be dutiful and 
affiſting to that Good and Great Prince, 
who ſecures it to us, and claims nothing to 


himſelf, but what our Parliaments 1 5 * | 


— 
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Let us Alſo learn a Leſſon * dhe Reha- 
viour of the Clergy at that Time; and as 
they were then become wanton with extra- 
vagant Power, and uſed it very cruelly, in 
perſecuting andoppreſlingtheir Fellow - Sub- 


jects; let us take cate for the future, that 
they who are ſet apart for the Purpoſes of 


Holineſs, be nor ſpoiled: by the unnatural 


Poſleflion and Exerciſe of worldly Bufineſe 


and Authority. Methinks it is profzning 
ben Men as they are, to-embark them in 
| ſecular | 


tal 


ſecular Affairs, in the Cdmmerce and Oocu- 
pations of Laymen and Worldlings. As they 
miſerably miſled. that uf Prince, 
King Charles I. it may ſerve as'a Warning 
to other Princes from being led by them: 
And as they promoted and juſtified all un- 
lawful and mercileſs Impoſitions upon the 
Laity; as they contended that we were obli- 
ged to undergo all Servitude, to be tame 


Slaves to the meer Will of the Prince, and to 


obey it as our only Law; we may from hence 
infer, that whenever they leave [preaching 
the Goſpel, and turn Courtiers and Politi- 
cians, they are out of their Element, and 
thence grow more wild and extravagant, as 
well as more wicked, and ſhameleſs and 
_ falſe, than other Men 5 are. 


It would never have entred/i into the Heart 
of a a Layman, that the merciful God autho- 
rized Iniquity, Perjury, Perfidiouſneſs and 
Tyranny; and that any miſerable Wretch, 
who had all thefe crying Sins to anſwer for, 
Was {till ſacred, and the Vicegerent of God; 
orthat God, who hates Wickedneſs, had forbid 
to reſiſt,” that is, to remedy the higheſt and 
moſt complicated Wickedneſs, nay damned 
all who had Senſe and Virtue Ls. wh to do ſo. 


＋ beſe Poſitions were Monſters, brei 
by Clergymen out of their Sphere, and in 
high Faſhion with Laud and his Aſſociates. 
5 Ati Was 
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Was it very natural for the Laity to love and 
reverence ſuch Clergymen, or theſe mon- 
ſtrous Poſitions? +T he Lord ſaid unto me, The 
prophets propheſy lies in my name; I ſent them 
not, neither have I commanded them, neither 
ſpake unto them: They propheſy unto you a 
falſe vifion and divination, and a thing of 
nought, and the deceit of their hearts, Jer. xiv. 
14. Would it not therefore be prudent to 
keep all Clergymen from thus - expoſing 
themſelves to Hate and Ridicule, and from 
promoting Miſchief and Miſery amongſt 
the Laity ?- And is not this their Guilt infi- | 
nitely more heinous and aggravated than that 
of the greateſt private Sinner can be, as it 
affects and involves whole Nations, and is 
impiouſly covered with the Veil of Religion? 


According to this Rule, and I think it a 
true Rule; the blackeſt Felon that ever ſuf- 
fered, was an Innocent in compariſon of 
Laud and thoſe of his Leaven; and had 
Laud conſumed his Time in Debauchery, 
he could have done but ſmall Hurt, compa- 
red to what he did as a Troubler and Sedu- 
cer of the World. His Morals, as a private 
Man, did but heighten his Credit to do Mif- 
chief. With what an ill Grace 'muſt ſuch. 
Men rebuke private Vice and the Detail of 
Sins, they who vend and commit Sins by 
the Groſs? This is indeed to ſwallow Ca- 
mels, and ſtrain at Gnats. Crimes are to 
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; be meaſured by their Conſequences; and he 

who perſecutes Men, he who miſleads them 
and enſlaves them, is the moſt guilty, the 
moſt monſtrous and gigantick of all Crimi- 


nals. Had Laud been a Pariſh Prieſt, and 


_ confined himſelf to the Duties of one; or 


being a Biſhop, had he done ſo; he, who 
was a Man of Learning and Morals, might 
have been an innocent, nay, a uſeful Man. 
Bur as he and his Brethren would needs ſway 
the Court and the Nation, they overturned 
both by the wickedeſt of all Means, even 
by an Exceſs of Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 
It was they who raiſed, or at leaſt increaſed 
the Storm, which at laſt ruined the Pub- 
lick, and overwhelmed them 1 in the — 
Ruins. 


Theſe 8 are the Things Wy d Per- 

ſons now proper to be commemorated. 
From theſe we are to take our Marks and 
Warnings againſt a Relapſe into the like evil 
Days and Calamities: And if there be any 
Curſe ſtill ſubſiſting, derived from the King's 
Blood, it muſt juſtly lie upon them who ap- 
prove the Men and Meaſures that firſt ren- 
dered him arbitrary and oppreſſive, and 

thence unpopular and diſtruſted. Here the 
Evil began, and from hence it was propa- 
gated like a Train. Had he always ruled 


as he afterwards too late propoſed to rule, 


when Men were iritsted and engaged, * 
— 


* * 


: [50] | 
full of Diſtruſt, there had been no civil 
War, nor a conquering Army, nor an Oli- 
ver, nor conſequently royal Blood ſpilt. His 
Deſign and Promiſes to govern better after- 
nas (when he found that the Laws and 
' Conſtitution would prevail) have been often 
urged and repeated, and are a Confeſſion 

that he had governed ill before. Perhaps 
he meant to perform them. It is certain his 

Miſrule had been fadly felt; nor is there any 
Proof but his Word, that he intended to 
change: That Word had been often and e- 
gregiouſly broken, eſpecially in the Bill of 
Rights, which he ſolemnly promiſed to ob- 
ſerve; yet he afterwards openly violated that 
A ee BIO! Te: een pts 


How this Prince comes to be ſtill fo ex- 
tremely popular amongſt many of the Cler- 
gy, and conſequently amongſt many of the 
Laity influenced by them, is obvious enough. 
He was a very great Bigot to the Church, 
to Ceremonies and Shew in Religion, and 
to the Power and Pomp of Churchmen. 
Theſe he cheriſhed, and exalted, and obey- 
ed; inveſted them with his own Power, and 
ſurrendered to them almoſt the whole Su- 
premacy; and not only ſuffered them to en- 
joy the Uſe of it as a Preſent from him, but 
ſuffered them to ſeize it for themſelves, and 
even to deny his Title to it. For ſuch Court 
and Fayour to them, for humouring them 

1 . WM in 
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in their Perſecution of the Puritans, for his 
glutting them with Power, and becoming 
cheir Creature rather than Sovereign and 
Head of the Church, they promoted and 
conſecrated all the Excefles, Oppreſſions, 
and lawleſs Meaſures of his Reign, becauſe 
all theſe Violences were exerciſed over the 
Laity; and the Churchmen were ſo far from 
feeling them, that they ap red in his Domi- 
nation, and acted the King too in their Place 
and Turn. This is the "ras Source of ſa 
much Merit and Praiſe; for this he is ado- 
red and ſainted; for this he has been often 
compared to Jeſus Chriſt in his Sufferings; 
and for this the Guilt of murdering him 
has been repreſented as greater than that of 
| toning: our Bleſſed Saviour. 


Theſe 115 Panegyricks are, in coke 
partial and ſhameful in all reſpects, as well 
as impious and profane; ſince thence they 
who utter them make it evident, that they 
care not how a Prince abuſes his Truſt, a 
oppreſſes his Lay Subjects, if he will but 
humour and aggrandize the Clergy; elſe 
why ſo much Incenſe and Applauſe be- 
ſtowed upon a Prince who actually did ſo? 
This is partial and diſhonourable: nor can 
there be a greater Inſult upon the Laity, than 
to deſire, or even hope, that they ſhould join 
in ſuch Praiſes and Applauſe. They who 
feel e de cannot extol him who com- 
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mits it, nor reckon him a good King, who 


uſes them like Slaves. | 


No Sort of Men are more tender than the 
Clergy, when their Property, or Perſons, or 


Privileges are touched, or more ſevere and 


reſenting, or even more unforgiving towards 


ſuch as meddle with either. I fear much, 


that had the Clergy been then uſed as the 
Laity were, treated like mean Slaves, wor- 


ried with arbitrary Power and Impoſitions, 


and impriſoned upon mere Will and Com- 
mand; this Day would not have been com- 
memorated at all, or perhaps commemora- 
ted in a very different manner. Why ſhould 
not the Laity too have felt and reſented In- 


dignities done, and Violences committed 
againſt the Laity? Was it natural or poſſi- 


ble to praiſe and honour the Author of ſuch 
Violence and Indignities? When the Clergy 
were pleaſed and gratified, they: might re- 
joice, though it be not generous to triumph 


when others ſuffer, nay, by their Suffer ings, 
But the Laity could not expreſs Joy, when 
they had juſt Cauſe to ſorrow and mourn; 
or was it poſſible they ſhould? fi 


8Bauch is the Difference between the Laity 
and the High Clergy, with regard to King 
Charles the Iſt and Archbiſhop Laud. They 
adore the Archbiſhop, becauſe he raiſed their 
Power beyond all Reaſon and Law, 17 ou 
E173 . | e 1r10US 


8 
furious in the Exerciſe of ſuch uſurped 
Power: They adote the King for ſuffering 
ſuch Encroachment, for being ſubſervient 
to the Pride and Purſuits of Churchmen, 
and for dividing the Sovereignty with them. 
But as both the King and the Archbiſhop 
abuſed their Power, oppreſſed and perſecu- 
ted the Laity, the Laity can commend nei- 
ther; and have good Reaſon to Pray; that 
they may never ſee fuch a King, nor ſuch an 
Archbiſhop, any more for. ever, and bleſs 
God for their preſent happy and different 
Situation. This is indeed juſt and copious 
Cauſe. for Joy and Thankſgiving. King 
GEORGE reigns, the Laws prevail, Diſſen- 
ters and private Conſcience are protected, 
the Clergy have their Dues, and to all Men 
their Property is religiouſly ſecured. This 
is Protection, this is Liberty, this is Renown, 
and we are happy, and ought to be dutiful 
and content, 1 


As to ſuch Churchmen who will be con- 
tending, that the Clergy are a diſtinct Body 
from the Laity,, with ſeparate Intereſts and 
Views; they cannot be ſurprized to ſee, that 

the Laity improve the Hint and Example, 
and take care of themſelves. It is very na- 
tural for the Laity to remember, that they 
alone give and continue to the Clergy what 
they have, and make them what they are. 
It is natural for them to be alarmed, K 

. they 
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they hear the lawleſs Rule of King Charles 
_ the Firſt applauded; his lawleſs and oppreſ- 
ſive Meaſures juſtified or excuſed, and him 
ſelf ſainted and adored. This is a bold and 
awakening Inſult, and a full Declaration, 
that if High-Churchmen can but flouriſſi 
and domineer as they did then, they care 
not how much the Laity droop and decay; 
nay, approve and encourage the Bonds and 
Diſtreſſes of the Laity: And as a Proof how 
violently in earneſt ſuch High-Churchmen 
are in their Panegyricks upon that King and 
his Reign, they treat as Monſters and falſe 
Brethren; all impartial Clergymen, that re- 
fuſe to falſify and daub as they do; inſo- 
much that ſuch reaſonable and moderate 
Clergymen as confeſs the Truth and love 
the Law and the Laity, and are willing to 
do Juſtice to both, are ſcorned, and derided, 
and reviled, as bad Churchmen, that is, as 
Friends to the Conſtitution, to Liberty, and 
Laymen, and ſuch only as the Laity ought 
to eſteem. Surely the Laity cannot but con- 
ſider as open Foes, ſuch Men as vindicate 
the Oppreſſion and Bondage of the Laity: 
And that the Laity were thus uſed by that 
King, is Fact; and tis Fact alſo, that in 
uſing the Laity thus, he was abetted and 
prompted by all High-Churchmen then, 

and juſtified by all ſuch ever ſince. Is it not 
full time for us Laymen to ſee theſe things, 
to reſent ſuch Inſults, and to mark ſuch In- 
N ſulters? 
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ſulters? Is it not fair in us, is it hot natural 
for us, to diſtinguiſh with all Countenance 
and Favour, thoſe Clergymen alone, who 
contend for the Liberty and Rights of the 
L-aity, and condemn all the mad and extra- 
vagant Claims, and all the ſelfiſh and vio- 
lent Tenets of High-Churchmen 2B 


© As tothe black Fact dont on'chis 
Day, all Men agree to condemn and abhor 
it, as utterly unlawful, 'violent, and full of 
: Guilt. But this is not enough for High- 
Churchmen, unleſs all the Oppreſſions and 
Exceſſes, all the wicked Counſellors and In- 
ſtruments of that Reign be likewiſe excuſed, 
if not extolled. This is what they them- 
ſelves have ever confidently undertaken to 
do, in the Face of the moſt glaring Truth 
and Facts. How we Laymen ought to con- 
ſider this Day and theſe Men, I have already 
ſaid. In truth, had there not been ſuch 
Men then, there had not been ſuch a Day 
now. By them the unhappy King, of him- 
ſelf very vain of unbounded Power, and 
fond of ſetting Royalty above Right, Was 
abetted and encouraged to purſue ſuch Mea- 
. fures as ended in much Miſery to him, as 
well as to his People: By ſuch Men his Son 
was tempted to try the ſame dangerous and 
guilty Experiment; and by truſting to ſuch | 
Men, to their unnatural Whims and deadly 
be 


[ 
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Flattery ry, he lot his Crown and his Honour, 


Lived an Exile, and died a Beggar. 


os hence, and from all that has been 


aid, let us learn a Leſſon proper for this 


N J\ 


Day, and for every Day ; that is, let us take 


great care, according to the Words and 


Warning of my Text, that the Hypocrite 
1 vor, up the People be enjuares.. 


P. 8. The Author of this n find- 


ing his Matter increaſe, and his Sermon al- 
ready too long, reſerves what he has further 
to ſay, to a Supplement, which he will ſoon 


publiſh, addreſſed to a very importnt * 
moſt ſolemn Churdhmes. 


